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JFrom the worl dAs great r ai mfacrdestss tfa osmd lhle d rukes warad e

fungi, biodiversity is the extraordinary variety of I
dependent on, this web of |I|ife: it gives us the food we
webr eat he. Nature is as important for our mental and phy

to cope with gl obal change, health threats a
We need nature in our | ives. j

EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030
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Executive Summary

The Meath Biodiversgz23Acrnte ong Pil amms 2R cel ebrates th
i mportance of MeathAs natur al heritage. dt acknowl edg
society as a cornerstodbheing,oas | hedletmeeagmnadfwelulr econ
and as a safeguard for younger generations facing sig
futur e.
Despite the i mportant role biodiversity plays in ever
bi odiversity in Meath, Urelandi.and throughout the wor
subject to degradation | eadi ngmaion adrsiivemg afechii ovcki vod
in Meath, as in other countdies in Ureland, are habita
as nutrient pollution of both aquatic and terrestri al
agricultural ageundewetdmaaids, +seedamdgobet smom, grazing
practices,-mhoagemenmmi sf<- hedgerows, development presst
construction and use of residenti al, commerci al, i ndu
infrastructur e, ' i ght,r poét ubamrri earss iearmsd raanidnaasgeav es al i
species and the emergence and spread of diseases that
change is also expected to play a far more important
The challenge or. Meath is.to prosper in such a way Vv
ecol ogi cal resilience for future generations. Thus, o
focus the eForts of Meath CountyyoCowms@iolndand athleereslicea
ecological <c¢crisis and ec¢limate emergency whilst suppor
county.
The Meatsh Biodiwversity Action Plan serves as a framev
conservation, management and promotion of MeathAs bic
beyond. gt outlines the vision for tthieveplparno caensds bursieedn
develop it, highlighting the partnership approach t ak
The actions of the .plan are organised under 5 broad s

1T Reaching a deeper spatial understanding of nature

T Leading zphcel iwayy, pl anning and practice

. Action for biodiversity

T Research ‘and monitoring

f Rai sing awareness. and appreciation of biodiversit
The i mplementation of the plan wil!/ be guided by the
Meat h Heritage Forum providing key expertise and over
wi || be delivered through a serieg |l df b&nmwdlj ewdr K oprac
funding and resources.
Annual reports wild.l be prepared by the Biodiversity

i mpl ement ati on of the Biodiversity Action Plan and ac



l1dntroducti on

The Meath Biodiversg2@3i0ctai dm aPreavro rs3ebtdgtu nteme

ambitiownorgkndgr amimeMeat h Coufndry tChoGyremagrisd mpl ement ati on
the actions | iesntaghdl it het ICosapgti @thutroe sppdsi ti ve trajector
the organisation to deliver amd iduwr olbddalate mwisr dromen tc

This is the third Local Authority Biodiversity Action
devel oped and | aunched in conjuncti o®8widt I20tltbe Meat h
respectively.

This plan is written in line with the2®3h 4&md i omsaadr B9
that both the Wil dlifteh méderdimeaxdgen A dtt BBPBA i evaht
and redpiodaverlsdrniyt agidaspe | i caintsd alteadal action in a co

and eFective way

Thactipbaman was devel oped under the guiamnicerdefeddhentder
statutory bBogypowhhioackhe Aut hority Bi odiveradgiitoymwaOdger P
Actioncawerdfeally consi deredleian ht ICO emelytoe@xte na fzPtl aen 20 2

2027 and other relevant | ocalMeanCGh irneagtieo nfaclt ipd na nsl asnu c2h
2029he Eastern &RediMdindl ars¢pati al and EZ2OBbsmiweldt raast e gy
the revised National Planning Framewor k

The Meath Biodiversit2Q30Acp!liacne sPl|baino Ri0OVer si ty conserva

fundamental pillar for achieving broader sustainabl e
t he glucshtaali na bl e Devel dgmeasetc a@oetl sa heal thy and resili
environment is essential for soci-méi,ng,cowmimilt, amaedaten

heart of the 2030 Agenda.

Devel opment of the Biodiversity Actiogupdtaanncdwas suppo
advi ce fBioom itvheer si t y WérhieongMepatbllapi t age Hdreu

establi shment of the Bibdoughti tag g &thnhger md Grnakmghol dei
imWepth knowledgei awidd e x pasnwhbejséec best 0o0l,egyi r onment al
assessheot ogical recordiomfg rmaattda gcmincsyel ictvouartoeinmlcasn ni n g

and policy. Additionally, Meaxifloeseynt@ovounmesli hpaimmteacrpast
procedéaelsthape the actionosf anhde opbljaenc.t i ves

Thepublic cossbimi assmaadm by individuals, groups, organi ¢
duringr-8haft oqardulct ati on phasiensp avsesmeb néeldsamgdht f ul
played a c¢critical role in deciding how to shape the ¢

We areesapodnsi bl e for the health and wellhleb eMemmg hof owur
Bi odi veatsiidry Pl anu<x halpll @enges s, architects, | andscape
politicians, developers, business owners and | ocal C C
restoring natur ewécranwhatever way

By tdg together, we can makephayealbrdpEhti eiveentem®We owi | |
bot htama | andtdinmtle toib®& et or bi, ociomdri smiutey t o protect our
heritage, develop County Meahandusesvainabtiyched eabura
environment to the next generation.



1. IWhat 1is biodiversity?

Biodiversity describes t hza hwearviaatiy togf olfi fasmiama |l Bar tpH a |
and even microorganisms |ike bacteria that make up ou

People often use the phrases 3bi odiNaerusriet vijs aand Jn ated

Earth, together with the |living systems of which it i
cli mBtedi versity, meaning biological diversity, descr
Biodiversity is not restricted to rare or threatened
world from the commonplace to the critically endanger
familiar to all of wus in the pglracdatwmarnye bwe | ive or
There are three principal Il evel s of biodiversity:

Genetic diversity i i versity of 4dndividuals witHawt hRbrse@ecies,
from UdelFanént fridaowthot@&de® mewhere. in Europe, Or one f

di Ferent to arGetntedri cpperisson.he science of genes and ho
one generation to the next.

Speciesdiversity i s tdari ati on bet ween species, such as bet we:
squirrel, a common blue butterny and a brown trout. /
that can reproduce. with one another Houmamasuaereeaad prc
species too.

Habitat diversity can be descriabbe®tys othlrdli Batteaetosystems that
species creatssuamdad ndiraddddl ands, vwaochr amsde dobowst |l and
mar sh ors | owl and.4YHavbkeirt agto/o drpelfaegirnss t o the home or envi
plant or other organi sm.

Figu€keockwi sel dgfrtotmra Blojpd bumbl ebee queen for
Spot@readhi d; Brown trout parr ; Red Kite. Ud ma
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1. 2Why i s biodiversity iImportant?

Biodiversity provides the essential building blocks o
l'ive within. Ecosystems are zifrioan demee mdmadtl et Imi acdiows
and complex communities of planheitoi hher hatgess$s, mamn
together make up the web of 1|ife.

Al t hough it is often not appreciatpgidyatolalhtehyrfosmet i d

and resilience of our commiummdne®saraemdp arotci ®&ft yt nd Wwab ¢
entirely depEm@demdanynand.varied bendjprtosmat hmal soci ety
ecosystems are normally refeFpnpedexampseecosystem sery

w Many habitats clean the<air, capture pollutants,
carbon dieomngindee alp esmstoillss, wood and even).the ocean

w UYn the facehafngamgevéin mate, ~healthy ecosystems su
woodl ands, among others, are important for reduci
and can |l essen the |impact of drought by regulatin
river cavchménftfoer drinking watereadughpyeréedebhd sup
critical to the |l ocal economy.

w Healthy soil ecosystems, which themselves are dep
communities,.underpin the production of food. Add
and support thriving pmpabatiehy obBnpglbiwnédbodssu
rapeseed oil, peas, beans, apples and soft fruits

w More time spent obtHeemrsovienn ntast uhraeve maj or heal th
as |l ower risk of chronic disease -baenidngi.mproved men

19 Despite progressions in modern pharma, biodiversi
inspiration. for research and ingredients for mode

respectively.

FiglreCategories of ecosystem services. Reproduced fi

11



EForts have been made in Ureland over the | ast decade
service PBryovaisssiesrs.ing and valuing the known benepts o
demonstrate how the |l oss of biodiversity aFects our e
opportunities and how the cost of conserving biodiver
outei ghs the costs of neglect and restoration.

Udn 2016, the National Par ks and Wi Ifdoluisfien gSaotnv oac @l ¢ o mp
Ecosystem and Ecosystem Services mapping pilot for a
avail abbel datad ecosystem ser vand st emopdoerl d reidl yi nsctl ourdiendg
areas of I and promoti,ngy gtoatdi ova b dairsllpocaalmbtoygp ot her s
(www. npws. i e, 2025).

More recently, the Central St at it wtoined I @d caen d(AGS M)ath aox
ecosystem service accounts as part of the CSO Fronti e
services such as nood cantOtdle rand ocsrysp epmo lalcicroautnitosn h a-

devel oped, primarily ecosystem extent adc¢wwwnctsso.and ec
2025) .

Aside from the many benents conferred on society by b
that fact that nature has an intrinsic value and a ri
Concerted eForts to protect, restore and promote biod

this ralacomea.

R i e Ecosystem Service Accounts
Staidrimh ~ Office — Crop Pollination 2018
Crop yield from wild pollinators — Ecosystems which contributed most
19,500 tonnes as habitats to the wild pollinator yield:

i

€

" 46% e &P 31
Forests & B, Grasslands
Woodlands ; al

600 3,900 17,800 tonnes additional

1%
tonnes of tonnes of yield not realised due to a lack Croplands Inland Heathlands
vegetables pulses of suitable pollinator habitats. Wetlands & Shrubs

FigBreEcosystem S<rwipcePoAddmnuwrttison 2018 (www. cso.ie, 2025)
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1. 3Role of the Meath Biodiversity Act

A Local Authority Bilddckievemhsaitt yh afksc tbhiecem Pbraoddeusciegdn efdort oM
provide a structured approach to biodiversity consery

the objectives, strategies, and actions needed to pro
specipc local authority area.

Such pldeseboped in the context of both national and
commi t ments as well as regional and |l ocal apelicies, p
aligned with existing environment al policies and | eg

A Local Authority Biodiversity Action Plan provides t

with and support | ocal communities, agencies, NGOs an
record and conserve their l ocal binadi comdgietxy .wi t hi n a
While the specinpc vision and objectives of each Local
decided upon locally, all pl ans by and | arge shoul d a
bi odiversity, and to increase awanemeas of undamotnagndihn

of the area.

FigdreEnt husi astsmpoiwal &8 nhbghearn about nocturnal biodivers
such aserhesasoppcacriidissntngage the | ocal ceo mmmeuw i wayv ea nodf enc o
nature advocates, naturalists and citizen scientists alike.

13



2How wadMetahdr Bi odi ver s2i0t2ys Ac
22030 devel oped?

2. 1Heri tage Council guidelines
The Local Authority Biodiversity Occer Programme i s &
supporting the prodhea mier intnaggei @ddrycgi |l takes an activ

training and devel opment opportunities for Biodiversi
i mportant parts of the programme.

This role is réblagnbasabl Bhotheedws2i20y30ATh é oHe Pil mag e
Counwaddentinped as the | ead organisation with respons
updated guidelines f or At t'le oBpirooddiuvcetrisoint yo fAclLtoicoann Pl ans
integration with City and County Development Pl ans.

Theocal Authority Biodivevegiet ypuhkdtiisdredPliaan 2GRi4d elnidn ais
devel opment of the Meath Biodiversity Action Plan. Th
and Jviireown t he wbkbbsHéeerei bhge Council .

Local Authority Biodiversity Action Plan
Guidelines

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta
The Heritage Council

14



2. 2Devel opment Stages

Preparati on

Secure agreement of the Management Team an@atlaermabl i sh
background data and identify gaps.

Vi sion and Objectives

Agree the brod&Bdodi méceiPbamewi th the Biodiversity Work

Public Engagement
Predrafubl pc consultation: produce a discussion paper,
submi ssions.

Pl an Devel opment

Udentify issues and needs, agree oOobjectives and actic
coll eagues and the Working Group. AA and SEA Screenin

Pl an Review
Present the drafsit plan to the Management Team and SPC
Public Review

Public consultation on.draft plan: make the plan avai
meetings.

Pl an Approval

Revise the draft plan and present it to senior manage
Counci |l ffor approval
Publi.cati on

Publ i sh and | &uomdihv dahteiiRinge nv.

2. 3Biodihversity Working Group

The establishment of a Biodiversity Working Group is
i mpl ement alloicet 6 b Biaddyi v datsiiRi gn. UUn County Meath, the
Wor king Group operates underHetrhid awrb rFeolrluam. o fT hteh e r M et

the working group is to provide guidance and expertis
i mpl ement ati on, monitoring and review phases of the &
Responsibilitiies include reviewing existing biodivers
priorities, recommending strategies and Baodioes si aygd
Act iRhmnAs i mplementation. The working group also serv
Aut hority and various key stakeholders, ensuring that

community backed.

EFohatheen made to pull together a broad representatiyv
from the following sectors:

¥ Landowners and farming representatives

¥ Community and voluntary groups

15



¥ Local heritage and biodiversity organisations or
¥ Local government ocGcials

¥ Local El ected Representatives

¥ Local development and business

¥ State agencies of relevance to biodiversity conse

Tabl. e Biodiversity Working Group Members

Ben Malone
Loreto Guinan
Wendy Bagnall
Emmet Conboy
Peter Olwell
Bernadine Carry
Aaron Smith
Michelle Goodwin
ClIr Noel French
ClIr Alan Tobin
Clir David Gilroy
Clir. Paddy Meade
Cathal Flood
Michael Gunn
Eimear Clowry Delaney
Terry Cassidy
Dermot Ward
Aidan Gray
Goska Wilkowska
Niamh Roche
Kate Flood

Ciara Rock

Donal Mitchell
Noel McGloin

Edward Egan

Meath County Council

Meath County Council

Meath County Council

Meath County Council

Meath County Council

Meath County Council

Meath County Council

Meath County Council

Elected Member

Elected Member

Elected Member

Elected Member

Local Authority Waters. Programme
Public Participation Network

Public Participation Network
Birdwatch Ireland Meath Branch
Irish Farmer's Association

An Taisce Clean Coasts

Boyne Rivers Trust

Bat Conservation Ireland
Community Wetlands Forum
National Parks and Wildlife Service
National Parks and Wildlife Service
Inland Fisheries Ireland

Teagasc

16



Ciaran O'Kelly Boyne Catchment Angling Association

Pat Moran Ecologist

Robbie Meehan Geologist

Margaret Norton Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland
Donna Mullen Green Foundation Ireland

Arthur Preston Boyne Valley Flavours

Un a&abhsence of pri mar ¢ c mastbheen sc o n tsruibbsuttiitount eofnomi nees f
various or dharsi daeteinorwel comed t o ensure representation

stakehol ders as possible:. Meath County Council and th
MeatHrer i t agearFeorpuamr t i cultarly grateful for the contribu
Annina Niskanen of Meath County Council, as well as L
Over ti me, Biodiversity Working Group members may cha
or drop from the Biodiversity Working Group due to pr
these instances, aWwild nadliovemed mi mteeest he Bi odi versity

when necessary

L
L
iy

Fi gGreMembers of the newly established Meath Biodiversity Working

17



Fi g6reMembers of the Meath Biodiversity Working Group discu
Commons of Lloyd.

2. 4Ps-ér aPFutb.l i ¢ Consult at i on

Arpgdraft public consultation on the Meath Biodiversit
202¢4nd ran unt il MpOBapveTtiaapMaywg with National Bi odi
Deldiveringtiali sphase of "public particiwasiancintthbaldd
objective in the process, allowing for the identipcat
paper was produced to help set the context for public
plan and incl uded. s onbei dbdaicvkegrrsoiutnyd oofn tthhee count y.

Members of the public and stakeholders could particiop
views in the following ways:

T By attendiangnuombepredfodaft consud natindmrdanadp on sessic
T By completing an online questionnaire
T By submitting written feedback to the Biodiversit

Radi o ads, radio interviews, print media ads and prin
promote the consultation.

6 pprson consultation information sessions were facil
further 5 events/ meetings were organi skedemtiss h | ocal i
organised and held during Natiwenallsdeddas eplsattfyoWas kt
promote the consultation and share the survey questioa
Meat h County Council and a further 6 were supported &

The tot al number of submi-&drsd foth sp u kelciedwasddth A .inl tt ehtei pmr e

18



Statistics

Communicati ons

Radi o ads 45
Radio interviews 3

Print media ads 4

Press releases 2

MCC Website Pages 2

MCC Soci al Medi a Post s 40
Mailing Iist circulars 5

Events

Number -poefr sponrér aft public comsiulhfarimani wal|6

Number of edmrlaifnte ppurbd i ¢ ~.consultation i.nforl

Number of - par-dmafrt public consultation ev|5

Number of Nati onal B i ohdoisvteerds ibtyy M@eCe k even 8

Number of National Bi odi versity Week evenl6

Tot al number of peophkpeerdsiorne c(telsyt iemagaeged i|348
Submi ssitons

Number of. re€poBBEkEE. VEaAa 140

Number of "responses received via post & b22
Tot al number of submi ss-doattrpeklivedcomsul 162

Pre-draft public consultation.responses

The prafublkioosultati on fsowg e mbiearves oofn twhbea bppld kel 1 ¢
should be tolbg eprtii osreist;whfa tt hpee oppl | 4eh e emhai mrcehal | enges i m
bi odi ver si tajndihmtMeaketah;h County Counci l can and shoul d
chall enges.

The consultation questionnaire was bookended by quest
currently wundertaking for Wbihoedi Wweresei i yn amd uwlkatovelmar d

i fetime.
Tepreéraft public consultation was delivered with supp
County Council and the Heritage Counci l

19



2. 5County Meath Biodiversity Audi't
Un July 2024, Meat h County -ICowelcildi acdinma rsssii toyn eadu dai th i fg

Meat h. This project was enabled with funding support
Local Biodiversity Action Plan ScHeme&earnwd ctehd hNeatuigdn
Local Biodiversity Action Fund.

Theequirémentsuch an audit was identlaqeeal bAuttthcer iHey i t @
Biodiversity Actidn RhaohGpobdetedeso20he need for an
when embarking on the development of a Local Authorit

The aims ofwetree BoOluldgws:

1.dentify the current di‘stribution of biodiversity
threatened and protectded swepeaises.alUmpousant habit

2.Udentify and di scuss’ historical trends in biodive

3.Udentify opportunities for conservat- omegdioml udin
and Hemrgn in the county.

4. Highlight relevant data gaps. These include taxon

County Meath
Biodiversity Audit 2024

ECOLOGY

Report for Meath County Council

By FitzGerald Ecology & Flynn Ecology
March 2025

comhairle chontae na mi
meath county council

An Chombhairle Oidhreachta
The Heritage Council
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An overview of designated sites and habitats in Meath
and plant groupBhe ncheekIrieptosr taf Nel son et al. (2019)
dri sh Red Lists for particular .taxonomic groups gui de

Nel seotn (a210.19) provided checklists for the following an

T Plants
Fl owering Plant)s (Angi osper ms

o Ferns awmd I|IHFersn (Pteridophytes)

o Hornworts and Liver wor tss

0 Mosses

o Al gae

o Lichens
T Vertebrates

o Mammal s

o Birds

o Reptiles

o Amphi Bi an

o Freshwater Fish

o Cartilagdinous Fish (Sharks, skates, rays and
T Udnsects

o Bees (Hymenoptera, Apoi dea)

o Butternies (Lepidoptera)

o Damselnies and Dragonnies (Odonat a

o Macmomt hs (Lepidoptera)

o<Maynies (Ephemeroptera

o Stonenies (Plecoptera)

o Water beetles (Aquatic Col eoptera)
- UYnvertebrates (other than insects)

o Craynsh

o Nomarine Mol l usca

A key output ~of 't hvweasBitoa iivdeernstiitfyyf dprdiMerait thy Caatnito/n sCo u n
takem the short, Aieedr.imh i and olf o pg o@@g eidbsnEmmari $gd i n
Appenlli x

The project outputs included a summary report as well
Results of audit were presented to the Biodiversity V
in MarchiAhZo2Hmt'y Meath Biodiversepboyt Audi avRepabt e2084c¢
from the Meath County Council website.

21



SPolicy Context

The Meath Biodivers2080AoutbhnhnPkabhh208b5rategic priori
Council, developed in coll ab@moatircmmewittah oOtr @ytae i s@den oir
community repaasenhat bvesder public, to implement a ¢
wor k progr amme.

Thiisni ti ative builds upon a series of important pol i c)
creatfiaanbid i ous anhodcal e aiitocddirvi @rysiiRt g ns, afldro wnonrge

meani ngful i mpact on our shared goals and targets for
natur e.

Earth Summit Rio de Janeiro

The Meath Biodiversity ‘Action Plan is a direct resul't
Ri o de iJmnk9d9 9.

At this summit, woeeddthatbdeumanedamigv intgi esnndardestroyir
natural environimeaoteasi ag ea&te and action was needed
bi odi ver iuttyx.omehef this summitsi was the UN Convention
has now been slgbhedobyt oives, <including Yrel and.

United Nations Sustainable'Development Goals

The 2030 Agenda was adopted by all 193 United Nati ons
actfom peopl e, pl anet and prosperityj and provides ar
bal ance «the economic, social-.-and environment al aspect
Framework is made up oft 17 Sustainabl e Dwivteh otphment Go
overall objective of achieving a more sustainabl e, pr

Urel andAs National Umpl ementati on Plan 202 he Sustai
acknowkdedHge | ocal government 3has a cruci al role to p
into tangible practical actions that can help to conc
and commgmehawisours and goals.} UrelandAs next Nati on
Sustainabl e Devel odnz2hturGdarn sSt2r0&2t2e g idco nOhL jnd cetgirvaet | 2 nf «
t he SDGAs in 3dLocal. Auwtphpoorritt yt hweo rl ko ctad ibseatttieorn of t he

i ncorporate specinec actions to do so which include:
i Showcasing, sharing and building on existing in
ii. Capacity building and awareness raising
iii.Embedding the SDGs in Governance and reporting
iv. Udncorporating the SDGs within | ocal planning fr
V. Community Engagement

Furthermore, | ocal authorities are recognised as one

which play a cruci al roleAgendas2@a3dbadbl csodkbiéghloipgnens

| ocal authorities and communities in sustainable urbs

The actions and objectives of the Meath Biodiversity

SDG 15: Li flehiosn iLsana:primary focpsotwicthngctiress oai meg
promoting the sustainable use of terrestrial ecosyste
degradation, and halting biodiversity |l oss.
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SDG 6: Clean WaterAatnidorSsantid agrimtnect and restore wate

contribute to ensuring the availability and sustainahb
SDG 13: ClimBeeodueoitzriomg the close |ink between biodiyv
Pl an includes actions that can contribute to climate
enhancing ecosystem resilience.

SDG 12: Responsi bl e Cons unetaisounr easn dp rPornoodt ui cntgi osnu:st ai na
natur al resources and reducing waste can contribute t

SDG 11: Sustainabl e Ci tBye sv aalnudi
and deganakiiomg, the Pl an ma&knm

o nammudn iitniteesgir at i ng nat
rebutkbements more sust

SDG 17: Partner shillse fhlrar
di Ferent sectors anidngtwi
SDGs

oiathppor t ance of coll abor
tgs palritqrer ships for a

56068
16 s QALY
sogims

FigdreThe il lus ation describes how economies and societies shoul
is a move awayrenbmsebeorial approach where social, economic, and
parts. Credit: Azote for Stockholm -R&sBlDence Centre, Stockhol m Ui

The Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

Un 202Qni ttdhee Nati ons Biodiversity Conference (COP15)
guide global action on naltabal tBirwomdigwe rt®mii 1230 3. a M e o rGk
address biodiversity |l oss, restore ecosystems and proc
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The plan includes concrete measures to halt and rever
the planet and restoring 30% of degraded ecosystems b

EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030 z Bringing nature back into our lives

The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 was |l aunched in
member states within the European Union to address th

JWe need nature in our | ivegjoging sa ngenthrealcrmes adge i nl
weidblei ng and healthy ecosystems.

The commitments proposed in this strategy pav-e the we
changes that will ensure the well being and economic ¢
generations in a healthy environment.edfheokctpaotegygt od
areas on at | east 30% of <the |l and and 30% of the seas
degraded ecosystems both on | and and at sea.

Udn addition, in orders to have a truly coherent and re
set up ecological corridors to prevent genetic isolat

and enhance healthy ecosysmemss iUm ghésncamdebltuei nmE
and cooperation across bordersi among Member States sh

Fi g8rewood white butterny nectaring on red clover.

The strategy reqgquires greater eForts to restore frest
of rivers in order to achieve the objectives of the V
reality, at least 25,000 km dmemiwngr siarce st byb 0B3&s t d¢
removal of baririers and the restoration of noodpl ai ns
wetl ands from farmland are to be redseacediskey byt alted ®ta
20% whil eurnilm® temat there is no deterioration in soil

To bring nature back to cities and reward community a
cities of at |l east 20,000 inhaMattumdaasn st o Thesel cshoamidi
include measures to create biodiverse and accessible
farms; green roofs and walls; treelined streets; urba

The promotion of healthy ecosystedmasedr sosdhidtulfothast r uc

be systematically integrated into urban planning, inc
the design of buildings and their surroundings. Prote
thammpli ance with regulations alone. 4t wil/l require
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partners and the research and knowledge cbhbemtahi ty, as
|l ocal, regional, national and European | evels.

Some key of EU commitments

RESTORE
DEGRADED
ECOSYSTEMS
AND STOP ANY
FURTHER DAMAGE
TO NATURE

AST 50% / A
MANAGE )
25% OF
AGRICULTURAL LAND
UNDER ORGANIC FARM
ING, AND PROMOTE THE
UPTAKE OF AGRO-ECO-

LOGICAL PRACTICES

POLLINATORS

+ ca 100 measures -

FigBeme of the key EU Commi t.ments made Sionurlctetep €U/ Bp oddgvemse 2 1 St 1
20. intenteal . eu/ Conthen{S AN A Sl JWEBIC-BAR|] aOmisnpar . pdf

EU Nature Restoration Law

Whi |l e EU environment al policies have in datheregast focld
Restor ataioms Lasav addr ess nature sites that have alread
back to a healthy condition. This new regulation | ega

l east 20% of. the EUAs | and and sea ar eacr ddtyi 20 3Wy and
2050. The proposed target builds on the international
and its Member States asveatritoesomnoBiblkeogiobl!| DiCoer si

Regarding specinpc habitats covered by the new Law, M e
of habitats, including forests, grasslands, wetl ands,
good condition/ by 2030. This t aradett awisl lbyi ROMddasantdo ¢
2050.

TheatNur e Rest osrpaetciionc aLllalwy addresses pollinators, enshi
reverse pollinator decline and increase populations &b
provisions on the protection of species associated wi
gr asshuatntder ni es and farmland birds. Under the regul at
enhance the carbon stock in iwverasl tyoillandarcdpiendreaads
agricultur al l and (such ad |l lmevddemadws pomawerangdt firpg t Mt
forestatiadmusr et Re sN otraastkiso nMeLnabwer St ates with increasin
cover in urban spaces and contributing to the plantin

the EU | evel

The Cost and Benepts of Nature Restoration
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https://programme2014-20.interreg-central.eu/Content.Node/SALUTE4CE/2-SALUTE4CE-Final-project-webinar-Benjamin-Caspar.pdf

The cost of restoring ecosystems wil/ be signipcant c
restoration is needed. But the benepts are expected t
According to the i mpact assessment carried out for tF
Regul ation, the monetary value of the benenpts deri ved
8210 times greater than the i nictoinasli sitrewmd s tame mts sc adtls  t
ecosystems.
The costs of not taking any action is also signipcant
that, typicall ys:batsteal csmdtutafonmsatissreveery often signipc:
technical i nfrastructur eomsmdcuttiing sa rFiowe ri ntsa aintcse ,n ooed
excess nood water is wusuallyt much cheaper than buil di
upstream.
EU countries are expected to submit Nati onal Restor at
years Rdgulha&ti on coming  i-2026Y orseowismg byowi dhey wi | |
targets. Ur el andAs revised National Pl anning Framewor
| ocal pl anning authosrities to supporthe hdatpirempal ati on
Restoration Pl an.
The State will also be required. to monitor and report
Commi ssion willd{review the application of the regul at
nNnsheries and forestry sect@acoenomisctweefd as its wider s
Restoring habitat types in annex | of Habitats Directive
to good condition
2.000
1.800
1.600
1.400
1.200
LNTE
=
2 1.000
E
800
600
400
200
0 “ : ) —
Total estimated cost Total estimated benefits Total estimated of inaction
FiguOoeThe costs and benenpts of nature rest orGetnieam.! Sour ce:
Environment and Sundset h, K., The nature restoration regul
202bt, t ps: / / data.europa.eu/doi/ 10.2779/ 5842922
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4™ National Biodiversity Action Plan

The

4t h

Nati

compl et ed

onal

2023 - 2030

Biodiversity PI

0 vyeera ra pseervi eord ,

wor ki ng

an was
togeth

|l aunched

er t o

i mprove

n

Ma

stewardship, recognise and value t heplreel atnihcamschei ptsh eb e
scientinc evidence base to inform our decisions, bol s
communities, citizen scientists and the private secto
(f%} R.ialras na hfireann
\ Government of Ireland
&
Ireland’s 4th National
Biodiversity Action Plan
2023-2030
Ut aims to put more eFort and investment into the pro
biodiversity and ecosystems across Ureland, embeddi ng
making and governance systems to achieve transformat.i
The plan i s . broken down into 5 objectives.
Objecti Aedobt a-oWhoovleer nmentqgfStvbbéey Approach to Biodiyv
Objecti Wee2 Urgent Conservation and Restoration Need:
Objecti Wweclire NatureAs Contribution to People
Objecti Emhance the Evidence Base for Action on Biodi\
Objecti wer®2ngthen UrelandAs Contribution to Unternat.
The Wi ldlife (Amendment) Act 2023 places the Plan on
nrst time in the history of the State, there is a |ed
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Action Plan. There is also an obl i lpatdilemofrorn ileisst ¢ ad p
have regard to the objectives and targets of the NBAF
to report on their progress.

Action UC&aafi otnhad 4B8i odi versity Action Plan states th

7 Al Local Authorities wild.l have a Biodiversity Ac
subject to regular review and revision processes

See AppWfharmoa e compr éhensiofeactions relevant to | oca
NBAP.

Urel andAs Biodiversityl Sector al Climate CI
By the end of the centurys, <c¢limate change is |likely t
of biodiversity |l oss. Uncreases in temperature wil/| C
distribution of species. PrmgecdfedeXxtnrcamea sweesatimert hev ea
heat waves, droughts, noods and storms, may have deva
habitats. All habitats will nekdefardyqardeamtted oarcd iimadlea

habi aatist he speieevsd tomartehdlm kely to be the most vulne

Urel andAs Biodiversity Sectoral Cli mate Change Adapt s

the i mpacts of ¢l imate chmanggeardosygstemsesovoet hatd t he
services that increase the adaptive capacity of peopl
climate change mitigati on.

The Biodiversity Climate Change Sectoral Adaptation F
have been identinped as thwhpcbjethatksad on Action 4.4

T Cedesi gn green spaces and wiulrdblainf earreeafsu gweist hi nl occiatli
communities to provide habitats for species under
people to .biodiversity

Climate Action and LowCarbon,Development (Amendment) Bill 2021 &
Meath Climate €hange Action Plan 2024-2029

Un 2021, the Government app
| egisl ation to set U«Zelrand

emi ssi dmst emro than 2050, and
emi ssions by the end of thi
Jnati onal climate objectivel

biodiversity. dt includes a biodi v
based on t batv emft i tome oG Bi ol

Un fulpllimg  their function objectiwv
Mi ni ster and the Government to the
need to promote sustainabl e estore

and protect biodiversityj.

Cl i ma
and

This Bill requires Local Au
Action Plans which wild/l i nc
adaptation measures and the
every pve Meatrls.ClTihmat e Cha
Pl an 2D229ddress nature and
st attih@® u n\cgii Ims d toeagrird o n s etrhvee
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natural environmenth®fplComusatsyh Mgraimphort ancegroefenmanagi n
infrastswstthuiryessupporting and exparmsdi ndaitt iwheraen goNndii
harbour Dbiodpwvevisde ye sasian tsiearlv,iscacends yasa eit@gae nt o f

stormwater and natdocoawmlionogt oonpapgcer,t tamidt i es for activ

and recwbachomenent thebdiemdg tdf amlde weddpl e who | ive a
Meat h.
Actions are divided across pve thematic areas includi
l1.Governance & Leadership
2.Built Environment & Transport
3.Natur al Environment & Green Unfrastructure
4. Communities: Resilience & Transition
5.Sustainability & Resource Management

The Meath Biodive2rOos2i20y3a0hesyinoh Phan Meath Climate Actic
demonstrated by a number of actions integrated acr oss

Revised National Planning Framework

The National Planning Frameworkl d \NePIF)stirsattdgi Gowlea m mfe
the future growth and devel opment of our . country out
published in 2018, a revi sedvaMatdircandale dPlienn nliun gy Rroa2mMe v
in February 2025.

Theéramewoesr kietvvo sgui de public and private investment,hk
opportuni<ties for our people, and tofpomtececrt wwinldl agds
our cities, and everything around and in between. The
enviroamenhal l enges, including the need addrmnesel er at e
heal t ht a idrkisn k ibnegt tweaet eetr ,ur ban waedtreowattenre, emdwting | in
econotnoy a circul ar economy, er atbé @t hiamp et antanand pewl
dimi ni shing wild countryside and deal with air qualit
emphast e snereadnt egnraattueraecc k  into our everyday | ives thr
all owing biodiversity and. comsmuouti pepttbathohventnehs

The NPF contains National Policy Objectives (NPOs) wt
authorities famd bhelddedkrtsda tsyhape the r é&owl tciamg padt iaon
l'ist of these MPOs in Appendi X

Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy

The Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly (EMRA) prepar
Strategy (R®BS) , @dv@hdMes regional deMedtGlpmeny and t h
Devel opment Plan. The RSES identines the regionAs <cha

growth whilst transitioning to a | ow carbon society.
popul ation growth with the | etatreanatohghbmabthgpdaj dbbs
and an enhanced quality of [|ife.

The RSES contains the Regional Policy Objectives (RPC

authorities for biodiversity, particularly in the che
| andscape and climate change.
You can npnd a | ist of Vi hese RPOs in Appendi X
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Meath County Development Plan 2021 - 2027

County Development Pl amsse orleanst rpategaire dl @drnyd | ocal aut |
They guide development and set dwetvedwjpanetnitv ed famr atrles
These pllaengalalrye required to consider biodiversity and
integrating policies for their conservation and enhan

The Meath County DevegROpmeset Pl aont2M@dath County Counc
objectives for the proper planning and sustainabl e de
to a varying degree, otetsl iwhea cdb jheed tpi vseasf eagruda rpdo |biicodi v
| evledr examppter C7 details the strategic aim of rural
the strategic aims for OwphleirClapaece @®&nduRddmest itdre, Co u |

conserve, sustai nahbanyc ematnhaeg eCoaunndt ye\@s nat ur al heritage
promote understanding of dand sustainable access to it
Many of the existing objectives and policies set out
strong foundation for<the protection ana Icaanleosfvati or
expertise and resour‘ces across |l ocal government in Ur
in poor implementation ahdadnhgrtemenbheocoéssameg, |l osses
capital project s Lamal daewteH corpimeynthi odwiwehsdéegi aat ednst
t o i mplaecneinotns deri vi ngchnomet pete plradge these knowl
support Il ocal aut hobliitg atei dresved oplust Aenabl yi ni ntthoe t he
face of our climate and biodiversity challenges.

Visit meath.ie if you wish to pnd further information

Development Plan

Other plans

Meat h County Counci l recogni ses th@orn pnproattea nkRlearmf2 ®a 4
202w@whi ch provides the vision and strategic direction
supporting strategy to J3dmanage and protect our heritoa
understanding, conservation and enjoyment of both.}j

ThdMeath County Local Economic axnd2hd@smmsniat goRl amf 2 @23
Meath is Ja sdgti@inddlyl €ouenc¢y that is committed to clii
Sustainable Community Objective 3to protect, conserve
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Through the work of the Culture and Creativity Team v
prioritMeatfh tGwel ture and Cr e a2 0 2ttoy cSteraattievgeyl y2 0e2n3g a g e
communities to record and communicate our natural, bu

ThallUrel and Pol LomhhawhlirctPl Mdemat h Cosunppyo rCtoiunnge ip aritsn ear ,
providesdamap that aims to help bees, other pollinatd.i
Ut encourages a better way of managing our whole | and
struggling biodiversity.

gt | ists 186 actions spread across six objectives, tAh
1. Make farmland pollinator friendly

2. Make public |l and pollinator friendly

3. Make private | and pollinator friendly

4. Devel op-UYael Ahd Honeybee Strategy

5. Conserve rare pollinators

6. Strategic coordination of the Pl an

Whil e Uhel Anhd Poll i nator Plan is coordinated by the I
(NBDC) the responsibility of action delivery is share

organi sations.

FigulteCommon Carder foraging on bush vetch.

Meat h County Council signed a f-HamkbwondkPablreermbeat RI 8
to formalise tHer@opuwmaini/Asmelnang o support pollinators
subsequently reports annually to tome tNat iComualci BiAsd iacd
to protect pollinators. The Biodiversity Action PI an

assidsul phhe objectiHeel amhdt Pol.&ii pat pca®Pllay more weight
been added to twietsle tolbh¢ ece¢emrts passing on the EU Natu
incl meewsrul es that aim to reverse pollinator decline

Theleritage Counciladtoadteqgs cf &l acmmonservation of our n

al so encouraging vital new approaches as the i mpacts
the front |l ine of nghting the eFects of climate chang
Heri tCogemci | was instrument al in establishing a Biodi
Biodiversity OGcers employed by Local Authorities in
under the auspices of tbeaBmedi wereshtwa®O©ccertiPabed in

The Biodiversity Action Plan renects the 6Ps$amategic
These 6 pillars are;

l.Leadership and Stewardship
2.Climate Change and Biodiversity Loss
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.Research

.Partnership

.Communi ties

.Education and Engagement

(o222 BN NN OV ]

The Heritage Councidf stulppoBitesdit\ner swiotrfk OcGcer by provi
training, provision of network supports and funding.

Figueelreland's | ocal authority biodiversity imécers at a H
coll aboration with the National Par ks and Wil dlife Service
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4 Nature i n County Meath

JMeat h ( Midhe, mi ddl e [ proplvairngcee,] )f eirst ial eg,r awedl |c owonotdye d

popul aRelefgt LI oyd Praeger, The Way That U4 Went, 1937
Whil st Praeger, Urel andAs pr etédcneinmteunrty ,n aftouurnad ias tr aotfh etrh
and succinct way of describing the |l andscape and geod

acknowledge and appreciate the countyAs diverse envir
cul tural and human history.

A Iist of some of County Meat hAs broad habitat categc
4. Qounty Meat hAs Caoaastline

The coastline of Meath i‘'s a wonder ful naarue\sli | ameni ty
relatively short in |l ength compared tacomasrny ineasdstsal c

neverthelmess o a rich diverdistyriobummedat amdu dlhoanta a wi
habitats that make up countyAs border with the Uri sh
beaches.

Estuaries

The River Boyne and River Nanny estuaries are signinpnc
and its border wbBaht@andhiynteut hdaoltwatad sbadinks as t he
nowwar ds tisea Upiswirditmgal 'y i mportant habitat for the
in numbers of. both international and national signinc
threat firom issues such @s nutrient enrsiocuhrnceenst ,alaornigs i
with twreddror mi ngewastewmament Jamfdr am&atiriweet urnev,asi ve spec
such as ComgwaSga(ttdi naSaeregAppeaffdirx pvpWil ati on trend d:
pertaining to bird species monitored in Co. MeathAs e

——

FiguB8eThe River Nanny estuary, | ooking upstream on the out:
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Sandy beaches

Sandy beaches stretch the | ength of County Meath coas
Gormanston i.Hntdlreedsowt mot abl e geological Ysandur A f e
domi nates the southern end of theWbbhstathseyrptohi¢dEe€l
i mportant recreational amenity, they are still wvaluahbt
Common Tern breed in places such as Gormanston, whil s
al so been recorded hpaepl eeheandprecseganncer efan unfortunat
pressure, but those who frequent these beaches regul a
Wagtail, Dunlin and Plovers running along the shore |
material washééeé BpablkeAs beaches can also be I|littered
pl ethora of marine molluscs, from species of clam to

Sand dunes

County MeathAs sand dune habitats amed some of the riac
at both a national and international |l evel . These dun
pl ant species, including Kidney Vetech, the food pl ant
signincant popul agtiom duwnédsh.e Molrerri nnot abl e nora in th
include Bee Orchid, Pyramidal Orchid, Wi ld Thyme, and
various fauna, inclufBippgptSkybhnrdksheME8mdblv Heath butte
their nature are dynamic and fragile ecosystems susce
exacerbated by climate change, built infrastructure a
habitatusntoyf Mkoat h are unfortunately not i mmune to the
a result.

Inshore waters

County Meath's inshore waters, though representing a
coastline, ~.are ecologically sWghni@capeéciamd wvnftat madbiro
full range of npsh and marine mammal species present c
inshore species. The estuary can act as a hursery are
of the Boyne amdeRi WéeghBigbkwthe i mportance of the sy
and River Lampraeye, tvhiriocuhg hmitghrese i nshore waters. Otte
these aquatic habitats, while the seabed supports ber
other invertebrates:

Figld4and dunes at Bettystown.
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4. Qounty Meat hAs Countryside

Rivers ‘

Rivers now through Coun

| andscapes, providing v

wildlife corridor for f al
species alike. They inc

Boyne catchment as wel
Broadmeadow & Deg ot he
Protected specihAebantctch
Sal mon, Otter, River L
are synonymous with Me
parti ctuhlearBoyyne and Riv
yet these habitats al s
trout and coarsbrpam, |
and gudgeon. The river
dominated by communi ti _
grasses. Areas of al kalg
Common Reed and  Camhgn §
supporting plants with
Ureland | i ke Mar shndr.c
Frogbit. Pockets of al
the Boyne's.noodpl ain
own unigue noral commu
shelteried habitats for
speci esHoamMeivkeee. physi cal
such -atipgpementai ghwvemni

the introduction of ph

weihlhasvreesul ted in signi

standing impacts on ou

centuries. Arterical dr

recent cdceokedetsher exac e

these hydromorphologic

pol l'uti on f r oem augtrriiceunltt?

sedi ment) and wastewat

compound the signipcan t==

ecological. health of MeFiglbeThe River Skane

Wetlands

County Meath possesses a variety of wetland habitats
bi odiversity. These wetlands range from bogs and fens
each supporting unique c¢ommurCiotmpes so flngloamad i a&rsd i aan ian
with Faith Wi lson Ecological Consultant completed a V
Meat h in 2010i déemtiisned rpodeermtdiFadllBndes and of the few t

been | ookdeedptant, itrhe mbhatbintadccr dved e reed and | arge sed
mesotrophic | akes and rich fen and nush.
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A few of the countyAs several smal/l |l akes on the Meat

nature conservation bwneactaeus ematrHeyl askrees heer.dg. Lough Ban
Lough Sheelin is the analirogceastte d aoknew ¢isre etnhoer babruenad ar y o f

count f¥htonmes to several i mportamtd pao pvuall autailvd te$ gnosthelriyr d s

such as fens, marsh and reed swamp are frequently ass
Commonsn iesxcael | ent nmearasmp |ligm odipdaai n of a tributary of

Rai sed bogs, which were once historically extensive i
primarily in the,wbat mbstharefonotwgdeghsgdbdg ecosyste
specialist bog nora such as heathers (Calluna and Er.i
species), and Sphagnum mosses thrive which provide va
suchSnap@ck oyl ark and rare invertebrates such as the
Woodlands

Hi st orCawdtly Meath woul'd have bedHdowguéet g dewsaeayswood
woodl ands in Meath are not plentiful, and so those pc

more valuable because of their scarcity.

Much of what we know about these habitats in Meath is
for Meath County . Council irn 2010, namely the YCounty
SurveyA. Mohe Fecestilsy and VWORR &ndnta2®r2 Seriines was p
March 2®M®24suggests County Meath ®as ethWwo ddldlarsd acover a
percentage of theattiootahé¢wwnicpoali)@dhi 8024 considerabl
than the froateisanalover I1plerbsfew(t@age. ipd, p20nzamari ly due t o
prevalence of favoud@emigaulmi amd.

Many woodl ands in Meath are associated with old demes
l anded classfhsdébenherli@s. Beech, sycamore, ash and
more dominant canopy trees. More natural woodlands of
be found in small pockets.

Figu6eWoodl and canopy.

Of great ecological interest are the gallery woodl ano
tributaries, as these woodlands are rare not only in
plantations are a relatively newl addi thieonf otuon dt hhen Mehaet
grounds of | arge estates and al so i ndamuendd nofcopmdmer i

the north of the county g wnodlsamdenp fausddi hogr eBs
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peatl and anddoinsi ntaytpeidc ablyl yoi rch, with a specinpc ground
waterl ogged conditions, as seen at Thomastown Bog or

Unfortumatasliw,e ishrubs liimpamrcarmhyer rafy Cawmrnrtey Meat hAs wood
habi bgtesutcompeting native pleagretnserand omi rbdye rbil mg kti rnege
to the ground | ayerWhifl ¢ heomeodbamedcti vity exists alo
woodl ands are fragmented, highlighting the importance
Surveys of t hei mdiscdatbey tNPeNSp ot enteisalabpri edhenc avoofd! lacrdg
(®rrin & DaltyhowRd@h Of urt her investigation is needed fo
clasggcation

Hedgerows

Hedgerows are vital l inear ecosystems in County Meatht
for a diverse array of nora and fauna, including many
woodl ands. These dense lines of vegetldatkiecomeprrawisde nan
nectar, alongside vital shelter from predators and hea
hedgehogs, bats, and foxes, as well @as a multitude of

bl ackbirdstaan dFd otniiggh.otfamdhe, 110 species regularly recoc
Countryside Bird Survey in Ureland during the breedin
nest in hedgerows . over 1Céhmnhirglki ard ManZmgewiechd Ser i ec
of Hedgerows, 2004)

The sheltered |l eeward sides of hedgerows are particul
including numerous butternies and moths, which contri
a key food source for other owi Itdnlei fMe.atAhs | parnodnsi cnaepnet, fhe
facilitiate the movements and dispersal of wildlife bet
enhancing ecological connectivity across the region.

Figu7veHawthorn in nower.
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Beyond their ecological signipcance, hedgerows are de
agricultural heritage, shaping the visual <character o
ecosystem services such as, ncaatrubroanl sneogoude Isradrragt g eorfneonatn d
livestock and crops.

Th€ounty Meath Tree, Woodland a&sdilmadegeadr o waSumvey of2¢
kil ometres of hedgerow in the county which transl ates
hedgerow per square kidtomehe et iorhe | wad , devthe cthh ae dma ot b
counties . IRems@melchangubli shed as part of tZ2€ 2IBIPA Res e ar

2019 increased the estimation<of total hedgerow | engt
on a far broader depnition of hedgeersaawsmgudbiriemhn iet | i k€
al .19)220

Un addition, most Mexzxbolwehed®@@&r awe ahewol d¢s pel d bounc
from the 1840s, and many are |ikely to be much ol der
corridor.

Devel opment on the margins of wurban settlements such
remains an ongoing pressure on~hedgétewsnebessi hadegdr

Agricul tural | andalrseesd ulutced durii mgt heesl os s tdfe medegle rfows

bigger peldlaygteemsmafchi nery - in tillage farming and tt
dairy sysWhdmesats tt hnee thweodrgke roofwast = riemmati me rceanan tny an

i nval uablfeor ewitludlei f e, utherftfoom Aerdgetows in Meath co
unfavourably with neighbouring -teumtiuemanagadyesulinocg
casksioger |l y and i nappr popt bnedseerlsyc omamaggetche criti cal n e

continued protection and sustainable management to sa
and ecosystem service contributions.

Arable land

Arabl e |l ands are a habitat found in County Meath and
associated with a rich variety of YweedA species, mar
commoSo.me specialized arabl e plants persist in Meath':
corn marigold, pnpeld poppy, cornnower , and various spe
changes have taken place in arabl e systeammsatdvertitlilme,

hold signinpcant potential edowibhodiaverei i mw whewd. manag

Heal t hy nowering margins provide cruci al foraging habt
pollinating insects. A variety of other insects, i ncl
can npnd refuge innateanal wheget dem@Speics atésai iar ml and
l'i ke skylarks, vyell owhammer s, l'innet s, and grey partr

supported by arable farmland with appropriate manager

Grassland

The small fr agmeetnutrsalofgrsaesnsil ands that persist in Coun
neld corners, road verges, and perhaps the odd unmana
di sproportionately high valwue for biodivweedity compar
agricultur al grassland. These remnants are | ike [ iwvin
native grass and wildnower species that have adapted
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Unl i ke

the | imited species composition -pifel dpngved gr
grasses |l ike perenmatadr aly eggrraassssl)andsnman support a re
native grasses (e.g., cbammbn bwe@edps )eceaemd ead wiobgrrasnt t a
of wildnowers (e. gf.ootkntarpewfeoeid,, bnmeraddosw buttercup, sel
various orchids). Each of these plant species support
and other invertebFatent Hyweveofalsgmiassl and (e.g., ¢
grassland on | imestone outcrops, acidic grassland on
riverbanks) host distinct plant communities and their
overal |l ¢ adnidvsecraspi t vy .
The f astemnmidtaur al grasslands are a rarity in Meath, as
natural Gr as s(l2a0nld3s) nRerrwsecyores t he signipcant biodiver
experienced due to agricultural intensighathiabmnt aTlse tc
specp@®eser I mproved grassliand has had cascading eFects
i mpactoilnlgi npat or s, fsarialmsh nav érialdls ,ecol ogi cal health.
Figu8eFI|l or alnatiwrhalsegniassl and on the outskirts of Navan.
4  Gounty MeathAs Urban Areas
While often overlooked, the towns and villages of Cou
biodiversity by providing green spaces, connectivity,
These laelsurprisingly valwuable wildlife habitats, in
nel ds, churchyards, cemeteries, and brownpeld sites.
range of creatures, from familiar birds Ilike robins,
amphibians |ike frogs and newts, various butternies &
even | arger mammals such as foxes and badgers. The pa
of initiatives to enhance urbansardédassktospadaeclowsingas
bat species, and amphibians.
Looking ahead, |l arge tracts of rural land fringing to
key design challenge wil/ be davebopmeiwcsmeds ufrel liynt o
accommodating wildlife wild.l not only benept biodivers
services, along with health and economic advantages f
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50ur | egal responsibilities
protection of Dbiodiversity

Whilecm of the wil dl iMeeatshpe cd ®emmdm uanrdd ianbundant in dr
species and habitats are aForded | egal protection unoc
|l egislation. This I egislation has far reaching i mplic
ot her statutoryAbodvesviopwerateall p rfoptpeecntdéidc essi t es i s
The principal |l egislation relating to biodiversity in

f EU Habitats Directive

T EU Birds Directive

T EU Water Framework Directiwve

T Wildlife Act

T Fl ora Protection Order, 2015

T Planning & Devel opment Act s

EU Habitats and Bird Directives

The EU Habit abseDDihfee artoisvi e ipnmgeccreatsatoifr e conservation | ec
in Europe. The aim of this Diqfxective is to maintain a
for habitats and species which are rAarte cdreds tinr eahtee ne
Habitats Directive provi deMetnnbee rl etabstiseasgpinae eme pm ot eact
manage core areas for habitat typesAnhiest @dd obh Ahpex {
Habitats Directive,

The desi gmanygiotien®fan  Ur icsahn choen tterxd @aeidn vearctkorty or i gi nal
compiled by An Foras Forbartha (Yoahyedl®BA2ZrasThifs Sicn

UnterestA (ASUs) in the county. . The selection of ASUs
voluntary work of expecheasefionabatrahisakly i mportant
Thelabitats adisreeqguiirves al |l Member States to establish
species |Listed in Annex YV, both Somei @odé ameée omotssi de N
i mportant annexed speci@&s eirm BHWedaptehc iiensc Iwhdiec ht hoec cur i n
county

ThEWIi rhlisrective requires al/l Member States to protect
restore theFiorr haddi twatlsEWembesp8taess must preserve, |
restablish birds habitats to ensure &osudadiremtt ecievde r ¢
bird species, Me mber States must classify Special Pr c
species |isted in Annex U of the Birds Directive, as
particul ar. att/enti onre ttloa ntdhse opfr adtnetcetrino®P ifosfn a ei mport an
protected areas that form an integral part of the Nat

designated under the Habitats Directive.

Meat h County Counci l has an pnoeRA@ tsiiotneasl Irieksep otnhsei bRl
and Blackwater, Mount Hevey Bogn andaRy@gwuWatde rh a\ba lt lad ¥
such as fens, bogs, amdpeeites flyiikhg s®irthegsdedi ghtaeed
SPAssuch as the Boyne Estuary andrRigwemr eNanmyrbsitsupmryt

as well aras ctruey al for bird specitsail edeGG6dwdén Bhdv
estuarine and @sthoreline habit
dt i s important to note that the occurrence of protec

just conpned to the protected nature conservation sit
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Habitats Directive occuri norCosintt eish e usttadmed ec a rh eb eS AsCasi d

ani mal and plant species |isted on Annarndl8diadd Annex
species |listed on Annexhel @ofunthye @Boiundcsi IDihraesc tainv eob ITi g
sure thatsphbhei eshaabnigt aptrenitre.ct e d

The countryside also supports | argwehinmbb enmst olf e nroarae s
or protecEeéentdepgl &re all part of t he oiuctoamnelyasti ad, n
Article 10 of the Habitats Directive seeks to provide
these natur al habitats in theusve delradminrdg campde .ddvelcap
policies to 3encourage the mhamagemaprt whf cthe atr er @ onfa |
i mportance for wild faaharasdanerdgnpnns&dchs 3t hose whi
and continuous structure (such as rivers and their ba
neld boundaries) or their function as stepping stones
essential migrathon, dispersal and genetic exchange of

EU Water Framework Directive

This Directive provides a framework for the protectioc
groundwater, rivers, ' estuaries and coastal waters wit
ecologically and chemically) by 2027.

ComplianceWat e h .-Fhamewor k DsréotbeeatWFByed through R
Management Plans m@aofl measogeam The Directive requires

Management Pl ans be prepareaad anyd lreesnewed 1 n si X

The Water Action Plan 2024 is UrelandAs third River E
Pl an sets out a roadmap to restore (bredlItanpd /st éwcatt er b o d
against further deterioration in the period from 2023
management approach.

Key actions in the Plan include tighter controls on t
a greater focus on compliance and enfor @aememrts wihteh oV
countraynd a target.or 4,500 farm inspections per year
wastewater infrastructure will -bsielel iUdrs ckRur rEd rbewdhoge ti novwe
period2@R25to0o reduce | mpacts on watrerBaqudleirtsy Mida imgew i
Programme will nampewmpvielFadkvsert hat | mpact on species
'amprey swimming upstream to spawn, and a review of &
under pinning Arteri al Drainage Act wilThdeFammdiemd aken
for Water EUP (Eur opean UaanOo vmiplrioinpcerPar whehshi phei br ac
Water Action Plan 2024, aimed at improving water qual
i mpl ementi ng spdowi jpad omeaduraemsd restore water quality.

Urel andAs four/sth River Basin Managezi2eOn3t3sPkeapectbd Wat
be published in December 2027.

Wildlife Acts

The Wildlife ActWwsl @dlLd97€e (am2otiégnpdt nodctr e@RO6R0 Wil dlif
(Amendment ) aAcet ,dr2e0l2a3n,d As pri mary national |l egi sl atio
and fauna in Ureland.

Under the Wi ldlife Act, Natur al Heritage Areas (NHAs)

to conserve species and habiMaatshtlii s altainodnsatdoevénmpBoorgt a r
Girley @&vod) eri NatBaoaml Her.ih®@rge &Ameasurrently no Refug:
designated in the county.

41



Proposed Natur al Heritage Areas (pNHAs) Il ack statutor
enhanced consideratioprdoedmgt hied eplsrepd reitreg | i st of bo;
and pNHAs is provided in Appendix V.

Un January 2019 the Minister for Culture, Heri tage ar
of maki ng Ustsattruutnoernyt (S. 4. No. 602 of 2018) wunder sec
establishing the prst Nature Reserve in County Meath
recognising the | and as a nature reserve iamdthe prese
woodl and habitats and an associated diversity of nor s
l and is to be used or managed as a nature reserve 1is
the habitats and species on the | and.

NHAAs are not only dkRrwst gathteawdpfovi el dobrf fetatutory pr

i mportant geological and geomorphol ogical sites. Prev
the completion of an audit of The Geol ogical Heritage
of county ignepodrotganccad. These sites will be designated
Heritage Areas (NHAs) because of their geological i n
interim, the Couocuinf, Dé e bRalgame,nh hvei | | protect and wil/
geol ogi cal heritage valwue of these sites. Any devel op
i mpact on County Geol ogi cal Sites may be referred to

Flora Protection Order 2022
Udn accordance with Section 21 of the Wi ldlife Act 197

in Udreland is set out in22he&)nklear & hRer dotleoatai dPr oQrede ri o
il egal to cut , uproot or damage the I|isted species i
prohibition extends to the.taking or sale of seed. Un
interfere wint hantyhewary habitats. This protection applie
and is not coegneddstgnated for —nature conse2W2az i on. T

includes 67 vast$cwiBackppant scul aMdatsheel Appr¥ @l o

Planning and Development Acts 2024

Local aut hori ties have a central role and responsi bil
This is achieved by determining policies for its admi
Devel opment. Pl an and for ~appl! yg nogo nthraadl ,poiln cdye c it chirmg g
applications and enforcing planning decisions.

Meath County Counci l has a mandatory obligation to ta

drawing up or considering plans or proposals for deve
protected nature conservation sites randao urter yhsaibde.at s

The County Devel opment Plan includes various green in
objectives that seek t cecporlootgedeta teankd] temen amlcentt haend ani
species associated with it.
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6Bi odiversity decline
Put plainly by UdrelandAs State hefn ttthhe Eraviiredrymerdt hRép

species, genetic resources or communities is reduced
estimated that up to 1 million animal and plant speci
more than ever beforeE$S$n 2omadn. hGlsoball y YPBhe | oss of
biodiversity is higher than at any point in recent hi
rate, so much so that it could be considered that we
extinctionSeveetlo(UPFBEN et al«, 2023). Human acti viti
biodiversity | osOn( ©«PBRS$, Z2Q2D94)8.) RBasrti mate that humani
|l oss of 83% of wild animals since civilisation began.

Tedecladfnebi odi vyeresméeéegt ed oons & rmucam d0dl 9t hate iUmr i sh
Government declared a Bliiodtievdkcalmeltgw Eenee gaemeglyes of bi o
decliimelrel and:

1. NatioB®ld vwf -puot EtJt ed habitats are in unfavourabl
of ourp6OtEUted species are(NPWEnf aBee) Alplpe ngdti xt W
for further i nfor maattiioom arle Isataitnugs toof tehaec hn Annex {
within Co. Meat h based on 2019 Article 17 reporti

2.26% of birds are on the Red List and (@®inlsbharetred t
2021)

3.Greater than 50% of . native Urish plant species ha
when compared with historic recordéSexobbndtngl as
2023

4 . Nearly 33% wmfateaurlsgmiass] ands have beManr tlions;t i n t
2018)

5.0ver 50% of Y9YrelandAs 100 bee species have seen s
1980, with 30% of species(Fihrzpatmieadk wi2m02&xtinct

Un contordashte above declines of Ure8@aWwdabhtmeei s peqbdDea

i ntroduced. to Ureland since the year 1500 have increa
become invasive, .such as Hi malayan balsam, Japanese K
negative impacts on nat i vad sposriag nainndc af natu ngar.o wlihnegr et hirse a
with emergent edbasmpbesesof which include those di seases

Urel andsbubhebackan€&€i agplsdhgghet name a few.

County Meath is not immune to theHbODWr watéi ve hatand &
our | and has signipcant implications for human 1|ife,
consequences for nature and biodiversity.

m Wetlands

¥ In 2010, Meath County Council commissioned consultants to carry
out a Wetland and Coastal Survey of County Meath.

¥ During the field survey and the documentation of sites from existing

reports, almost every wetland identified had some degree of damage.
Over-enrichment of wetlands by fertilisers was the most commonly
observed issues, though threats to wetlands ranged from infilling of
sites to drainage, invasive species and afforestation.
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Grasslands

¥ Semi-natural grasslands are a rarity, relative to other areas of the
country, as demonstrated by the Irish Semi -natural Grasslands Survey
20072012 ( OANei ll, 2013) .

f In the past, these grasslands would have been managed traditionally
by cutting or light grazing, but these practices are now largely a thing
of the past.

¥ Conversion to intensive forms of agriculture (e.g. ploughing, re -
seeding, fertilising, overgrazing) would be the primary cause of their
reduced distribution.

Woodlands

¥ Meath currently has the lowest percentage area of 'Forest and
Woodland' cover in Ireland at 3.7%, ( www.cso.ie, 2024 ).

¥ The tracts of semi -natural woodland observed in Meath are often
competing against non -native invasive species and suffering from poor
management or lack of management altogether. Extreme weather events
such as storms, droughts are also problematic, along with emergent
pests and disease.

Hedgerows

¥ The county has a rich resource of hedgerows as illustrated by the County
Meath Tree, Woodland and Hedgerow Survey (2010).

¥ An inspection of 1840s six -inch Ordnance Survey maps shows that in
some locations at least, a significant length of hedgerow has been
removed at some period to increase field size.

¥ The majority of Meath hedgerows exhibit sub  -optimal structure: 80% are
either overgrown, relict or derelict, or remnant hedgerows.

RVEES

¥ 70% of the river waterbodies in Meath are not meeting their water
quality objective (i.e. 'Good' ecological status)

¥ A small section of the Dee river catchment in the north of the county is
the only stretch of river which 1is

fThe most significant issues for wat
are nutrient pollution (i.e. excess phosphorus and nitrogen; phosphate
fertiliser use doubled since 2012), and impacts on the physical condition
of river channels.

¥ The source of these issues include agriculture, inadequate waste water
infrastructure, arterial drainage, water abstraction and presence of river
barriers such as weirs (Catchments.ie, 2016 - 2021).
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Coastal

¥ Estuaries on the Meath coastline are suffering from moderate pollution,
largely a result of excess nutrients originating from agriculture and waste

water infrastructure (Catchments.ie, 2016 - 2021).

¥ The ecological health of our dune systems has deteriorated also which is
largely attributable to recreational activities (NPWS, 2023).

Un sumnhaer ymostt signi npcant i mpacts obser veidncolnudmany
T Agriculture (e.g. nutrient enrichment, drainage
1T Devel opment (e.g. the construction and use of
transport and recreatd onal infrastructur e, i ncl
f Urban wastewater infirastructure
T River drainage & river barriers (Hydromorphol ogy)
f Udnvasive alien species & emergent diseases
Al | the above are resuliting #gnuaa idieyc rheaabsiitnag af voari |baiboidl
l ocally andNP&SioaalLbYy
t is important®to note thats - whilst climate change
becoming a very signipcant pressure and will aFect

occurrence of extreme weather lkveotBemanpgrassexaser bat

Umportantly, wunderpinning these .drivers are our soci

these is cruci.ual i f we arENRWS,re®24)e. the trends of
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ni pcance of the challenge in addressing biodiyv
sed. We need hnrast uirse wind emlmyd & dnoveegStoaucht y Counci |,
er of central government and in collaboration
, have demonstrated their commitment to i mpl en
with communiandesnefarmsetatanttodi es, business
ion of similar values.

s stemming from deliverty of the -Baeddversity £
h is embedded in spatial pl anning. Devel oper s,
d and support dd stfo beinosduirvee r3sNot ynnetand i n many <c
to achieve biodiversity net gain in devel opmen
tone to these eForts, but more wiasesdread adopg
ns prov,esocaler ibreg omauf tt 9 ptt® Ibecal communities an
cost eFectiveness in project delivery.

ace management has become |l ess intensive and r
cessary. People got used to the | ess manicurec
rges and many resident st made t hedpl egaardeens mor
ng nature more, reaping the rewards of a great
experienti al and cultur al l evel .. A movement
ninemeest ®dof tdenpubbteAsanatur al s eiadeomtailf ycycl
ed ooonr stthegdi sbouth el pwi t hesnst bhe changes occurring
ment owetpbuimbdand evidence base for | ocal cor

C ulptarvtantei rosnh iopfs and fcaolmearbso raartei cemmeout agéd t o
rgensitively manage their hedgerows and focus
t o ecycles to make theirifhmarms merre i vidalveasdt y
ment s.

envisaged Meath County Council has helped to
ensuring a nature positive trajectory in Meat

mat e, buil ding resilience and mdltiigpatte ngh amad nst f
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8Bi odi vRatsiidrys

A totadcoifnnadkdaup tMeeat h Bi odi versity2®2QiThe BkcanoBB824&r e

based upon recommendations made during ecological stu
Bi odiversity Working Group of the Meath Heritage Foru
Council Departments and t he dbyj geaxdei svteisn ga npdl aarcst i aomds [
national, regional and | ocal l evel s.

The actions of the plan are organised under 5 broad s

1T Reaching a deeper spati al understanding of nature

T Leading zphcel iwcayy, pl anniing and practice

T Action for biodiversity

T Research and monitoring

f Raising awareness and appreciation of biodiversit
Al l loovdeerr pl ans and projects supported by this plan
habitat management projects) shal/l be subject to Appr
necessary, in accordance with the reegsui(rBimedst sanmd t he
Natur al Habitats). Regulations 2011 (as amended) or tFh
amended), as the case may be.
Al'l objectives and actirons contained were chosen to a

Nati onal Bi.odiversg2y3ActihinMePd@Bnwmldd 3 C @l ragiilnsgi s
paith AbkEHGover nment t@ppoatdédct abnd dd ovresresrivey

Acti anlei sted bel owheal omg@asiwietcdinidv et he associated propo:
indicator.

AppenWtidxovides a | ist of the actions alongside an inf
ismpl ement ati on, the action whvate repxrigsd § nigb Ipeo | p &1 terse ras da
the action aligns with:
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Objective 1: Reaching a deeper spati al understanding of

To protect many ofspeci eteshintgates,i oiuts ks essential to know where they occur. Th
host a range of plant and ani mal species or their habitats, (Fincrda d{i Prgo tAenmnteixo rH)
et.cg, which are not designated for nature conservation but ntoyn.etThhd 2e ss itthes rple
cruci al role in supportingelyi oFieversistenwtatal a elcocglstleenvaler vices to nearby comm
ecological health of a region. Udentifyingor mapecinmrrasviiedpdes $loodci achad al kye knoot noi ttbokrsi |

stakehwlidérd he evidence base to protect and conserve biodiversity

No. | Acti on Ai m Proposed output / Und
1 Undertake a state of Coll'ate all known inf|{Report complbgteaad sever
biodiversity in Count|biodiversity in order
devel opmeBn bdo v AatsiiRE @ n
and future projects.
2 Undertake a countywidiCompare pndisngs with Resurvey compl ete.
and mapping project, information captured
information garnered |Wetlands and Coast al Detailed survey repor
Meat h Wetl ands and Co|/(2010) and i mpl ement
Survey (2010) . foldlu@wactions insofar
3 Undertake a countywi diCompare. nndings with Resurvey compl ete.
mapping project of Melinformation captured
woodl ands and hedgero/Tree, Woodl and and He Detailed survey repor
baseline information [(2010) and i mpl ement
County Meath Tree, Wo|foldlupwactions insofar
Hedgerow Survey (2010
4 Undertake a countywidUdent i fnyatue mil grassl gSurvey compl ete.
mapping project -mdt Mejcounty Meath, wunder st
grassland habitats. distribution, and i mp/ Detailed survey repor
foldlupgwactions insofar
5 Using an -ease@eénazgproa|/To provide a framewor|Site inventory <create
a detailed geodatabaslknowl edge on County M

49



desi gnat e dd eanidg maotne d can be recorded, stor
high intrinsic biodiviinform nature conseryv
County Meat h.

Using an -easeaeénamgproaj/Understand the di-stri|Spati al information i
i

i

identify and map Locajldesignated areas, sit|{Meath County Counci(ls)
Biodiversity Sites (Llecological net wor ks o

according to Heritage/ Meath and endeavour ¢t|Clear policies for pr
ensure their continuelthrough “the i mplement|{integrated into the C
existing or new policlcontrols and the promPlan.

Devel opment Pl an | ammks e practices.




Objective 2: L-epattiocg,tpéawayng »and practice
Actions under this objective represent many of the direct itrhteerlvoecnatli canust htohra tt yl
make to protect, conserve and support 4naadwdrd ntgh rtdelegyd ayewk amfd tf loeAudsteidaipsr awitelltld rsi

be i mplemented that seek to raise awareness of ¢hattedhomwmember Me addmimennmygn £ @ |
to biodiversity initthtaiewmessabmnestthtep rdfabces e yaandons align closely with the priori
Revised National Pl anning Framework, the Regional Spatial amwdthd onairiec Metart &t e

County Devel opmehQ2 Pltamd Me2lt h Cor por2adz29.Pl an 2024

No. ,Acti on Aim Proposed output / Und

Leading t hRolwiagyy i n
Al'ign the Meath Count|{By 2030, the objectiviNumber of plans that

al |l area plans and th|{Biodiversity Action P objectives of the NBA
Action Plan with the |are aligned with and
Nati onal Biodiversitylst at utaonrdypl aems of. Mea
relevant . Counci | and with the

Action PFI2am3 ®.025

8 Devise and support th Meath County Council Formation of an Unter
good governance straticompliance with EU an Department al Bi odiver
integratdion of EU and|l egislation_and polic
|l egislation and policlwhodérganisation apprNumber of UnDempmalt mém
Counci l plans, projeclpreventing further bi|Biodiversity Working
relevant . annum.

Creation of a biodive
project manager s.
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Support the
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and Habitats Directiyv
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appropriate.

privat

-Al i gnment

del i ve

e

ry

are consi de

of plans a
of public pr

devel opments with Unl

dr el an

d ]

S

guideline d

Waér courses in the Ur

-Mi ni mi
l i ght

sation of t he

ng

on nocturnal
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11 |Work with the relevan/Help Ureland to achie Collaboration with pa
support the preparati|lrestoration targets.
i mpl emeftrel andAs Natu Actions undertaken to
Pl an, when adopted, a i mpl ement ati on of the
for Meath County Coun Law.
national restoration
12 |Udentify locally impoProtect rare and thre Survey and mapping pr
County Meath for sele
threatened species, s Spatial information i
Barn Owl, and ensure Meat h County Counci(ls)
and protected through
andbjectives in the C(C Clear policies for pr
Pl an. and threatened specie
County Development PI
13 |Promote a policy to e Adhere to the princip/Projects/tenders with
and use of native hed/procurement , reduce t|in place.
|l ocal provenance wher|invasive alien specie
and projects~and avoi|ldi seases and maintain
classiped sas "invasiviof< natiwve nor a.
Laur el
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No.Acti on Ai m Proposed output / Und
Leading the way in Planning
14 |Provide a central pl ajMake biodiversity dat|{Uptaate spati al infor
data for-mdé&eirsi om Meai nform decision makinjincorporated into Mea
Counci l devel opment . mapping (Sy)stem
15 |Develop and i mplement|{Udenti fy, protect, enfGreen Unfrastructure
Unstructure Strategy |manage Green Unfrastr|established.
international best pr|intiegrated and cohere
nati onal gui dance. Meath County DevelopmGreen Unstructure Str
relevant rarea pl ans, Meat h devel oped.
ecosystem services. an
targets in relatitomnt
Eur opean sites, other
sites, ecoliogical net

speci es.
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16 |[Support habitat retenProtect and support nStaF training deliver
integration of biodivijclimate resilience anlofand shafmati on paon ntch
plans and the design |devel opment. of "nmo net |l oss' and
projects and private
for no net | oss of bi Devel opment managemen
biodiversity net gain updated as appropriat

Hi ghl i ght aMenautnhb eGo uonft
Counci |l projects demo
of biodiversity.

Hi ghl i ght a number of
Council projects demo
biodiversity net gain

17 |Support the intelgpasae¢ed Protect and support nfStaF training deliver
solutions into plans |climate resilience.anfintegration and i mpl-e
delivery of public¢c pridevel opment . based solutions in ru
devel opment s. projects and private

Devel opment managemen
updated as appropriat
Hi ghlight a number of
Council pl ans and pro
or supporitased usel ut i
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Al ign public projects/Protect County Meath'|Devel opment managemen

devel opments with Unl|their associated ripajupdated as appropriat

Ureland's guideline dareas.

Watercourses in the U Number of Meath Count

and update devel opmen demonstrating alignme

standards as appropri Fisheries Ureland's g
“Pl anning for Waterco
Environment'

Apply appropriate |ig/Strive to ensure that|{Public lighting polic

and mitigation measurimanaged.so wildlife i{management standards

devel opment , new proj|lwithimn, nor displaced appropriate.

upgrades and existing/habitat; and is able

appropriate, to minirqbehaviours such as foNumber of Meath Count

|l ocal bi odiversi ty. and di sper sal . demonstrating ecol ogi
I'ighting design.

Protect existing Swif|Maintain and increaselExisting known Swift

possible, establish njlopportunities for Swi

public and private prladdress threats to SwSpati al information i

integration of artinpcirenovation of old bui{Meath County Counci(ls)

boxes in new devel opmdevel opment.
Number of public and
devel opments demonstr
of Swift bricks and S




21 |[Developrandde guidanc/Protect and support n Guidance developed.
management of biodivelclimate resilience an
developers in the pladevel opment. Number of training en
undertaken.
22 |Pil ot an Urban Natwure/Udn |'ine. . with the EU RUrban Nature Plan pre
Ur el and"s Biodiversi:t
Adaptati on Pl an, prep
Pl an for Navan in par
local community that
promoting and protect
ur ban natwur e.
No. ,Acti on Aim Proposed output / Und
Leading the way in Practice
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23 |Adopt and i mplement aReduce the use ofsf chelStrategy document pre
strategy within Meat h)50% by 2030 for «the bjapproved.
biodiversity and huma
Use of chemical pesti
County Council reduce
24 |Devel bpaianing programBuild capacity within Training needs assess
County Counci l stakF. to deliver on . .the Ob]j
Biodi versity At0id3ddn bBfAnnual training progr
devel opihng and deliveldelivered.
training programme. C
devi sed O support st{Number of training en
irnt egrationtegfibitodiavfundertaken.
pl ans, projects and s
rel evant .

25 |Produce Biodiversity Build capacity within Meath County Counci l
Guidelines for staF ajl ead, coordinate and Practice Guidelines p
the | ocal aut hor i ty. measures across all S

biodiversiity proopng
services.

26 |[Engage with neighbour|Col |l aborate with neig/lNumber of meetings wi
on biodiversity projeauthorities and the r|local authoriti ecsounetly
|l andscape and/or catc|support the devel opmelprojects.
approach. net works and enhanced

bet ween protected sit|Projects supported an
addressing the need f{with partners.

alien i nvasi ve osnpseecrivei

of native species.
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27 |Provide updates to th Endeavour to protect Number of wunauthori se
Wor king Group on unaujthrough the i mpliementiupdated wupon.
devel opments i mpactincontrols and the prom
ecological health of | arucse practices i n a
Umportant Biodiversitimanner
possi bl e.

28 |Pilot a biodiversity |To gain practical exp/Demonstration site de
soci al housing estate|li mplementation and malhousing site where bi
of #xésting habitats |natdraesed solwutions widesign has been appli
other possible actionauthority, as well 'as

regeneratioataf asenmr a

install ation of bl uel/
wall ¢ amwmel & pond SUDS
carparking nest boxe

wildlife friendly shr
space.

eFectiveness.

60



Continue to deliver ||Support i mplement ofNumber of inspections
actions in relation t{Framework Direc , annually as part of t
protection and the re2024 and any equelAgricul tural Unspect.i

status of waterbodies
Number of domestic wa
inspections carried o
he Domestic Wastewat
pection Programme.

ic wastewater a
ies delivered.

t




Umpl ementlrtehleamMdd UPol | |To support andlrepda@amat Ydenti fy at | east 10

as part of Meath Coun/Pollinator Plan actiounder a pollinator frr
partnership agreement{monitor resulting chal|lifts per year) on | o
Bi odiversity Data Cen  ands.
Create at | east 5 mea
per year) on |l ocal au
Udentify at |l east 10
that rare managed to b
(one cut & lift per vy

Number of roadside ve
|l ayere mowi ng approa
applied.

o

Number of Countriiepdl
actions completed and

ons | ogged on the

Act i
| ' on t.he m

i
Poll inators

@D

Develop biodiversity |Take opportunities to/Biodiversity Manageme

for sel sptacepenrn par ks/bi odi versity on |l ocalland adopted for Bl ack
within | ocal aut horitland to give opportuni

initial pilots. . on Bl aconnect with nature i|Biodiversity Manageme
Boyne Valley to Lakel for the Boyne Vall ey

Greenway.




Objective 3: Action for biodiversity
Actionsedgndep this objective commit-exbdsltibomdi wrreds|ji dasyimsp aviett 1 adoi vese vi ewed as i mp
protecting and conserving certain habid4ats and species oforhdtsedaiPmed heety sthu ptsl
mai ntained and those fostered withBorasd autsiveeseheahgeabfaotrhganisations, <co
i ndi virkepalesent a key el ement of these actions, acknowledging thaterbsy cpaonol i ng
achieve greater i mpact than any si‘ngle entity al one.
No. ,Acti on Ai m Proposed output / Und
32 | Whermpeossible, support |[To i mprove migration Project engaged in.

Ur el and in the removaleel, and | amprey.

di sused weirs to faci
33 |Where possible, work Support i mpl ementatio/Project(s) initiated.

partners to protect ajFramework Directive,

ecological status wat|2024 and any subseque

Meat h and along 1 ts b
34 |Pl ant nativeappodpaneéd Support the Meath Cli|Hectares of |l and pl an

authority owned sites|Nature Restoration ob

woodland cover. Number of trees plant
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35|Facilitate the planti|Support the Meat ht Cli|Number of trees plant
trees within the boun/Nature Restoratifon ob
exi sting kuielats . woodl and cover

36 | Assess the feasibinlaittiSupport eForts to redjFeasibility study com
tree nursery and outd/importing invasive al
on a local authority |emergent plant diseas|Potential sites for t
to rearing stock of Il|genetic integrity of native tree nursery a
can supply Il ocal projlbuild capacity in<Cou/space . identinped.

stock of | ocal proven

37|Continue to implement{To support Bhddi mprev|Popul ations of target
habitat management .mejcli mate resilience of|lincreasing.
recommended for Balra

38| Continue and exp-&ndebfTo support biodiversi|Populations of target
grassland management cli mat e r esiCloimmmomnes offfi ncreasing.
benenpt bicodiversity o|LlIoyd.
LIl oyd and seek to i mp
practices on other pu
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39 |Continue to work in p/lTo manage, protect ~anfThe number acfonwet lvand
relevant stakehol ders|peatland sites in Coulprojects supported.
peatland site(s) to d
practice in sustainab Participate annually
conservation, managem Day .
restoration technique
their heritage and ed

40 |Support the i mplement|{To support biodifver si|Number of projects su
which promote the confclimate resilience of|{County Meath's Coast a
Meat h's coast al dune coast al dune habitats

41 |(Support | ocal communi|Toe gui de group eForts nnual number of acti
creation and i mpl emen/fconservati on. f.rom Tidy towns Biodi
Community Biodiversit

42 |Continue to deliver t|Provide support and a/Number of Hare's Corn
project private | andowners an/supported.

to i mplement simple vy
for biodiversity. Number of Hare's Corn
supported.

43 |Continue to. support B/ Work with partners to|/Training delivered fo
conservation .in Count| Owl popul ation of Cou
conjunction with part Monitoring activity s

Awareness raising cam
best practice rodent.i
of rodenticides on | o
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Objective 4: Research and @amonitoring

The challenge of halting biodiversity |l©oss must be underpi buec by shencvs diearc
base for protecting and conserving biodiversity in Meawhedgdegf proeall yyi mpacwut
habitaWheypeaesi ans unde4wiOblj eacitm vteo bol ster the evidence base further-biyn a targ
site basis within and outsidernédepdéotciate aaft hpmi myr y amabihtcdtdihygpes. i Meat hf o net

opportunities for improved ecosystem service provision in odueralr iwietrh ctahtrcehantesn tp:
by invasive alien species which harm our | dmalbuddwi rcampmentt yand rtihek |lwmdn cloanam
citizen science activity wild@ help track both positive anda oateigaart.i ve changes i1
No.Action Ai m Proposed output / Und
44 |Umpl ement ecol ogi cal Umprove knowl edge and Number of surveys con
NHAs, pNHAsdasnidgmamnhed|t he ecol ogical heal t h
County Meath, where phabitat nora and fau
results of these surv
recorded in county Si
45 |Umpl ement an annual pfdYmprove knowl edge and Number of surveys con
ecological ~surveys, <c|the ecol ogi cal heal t h
assessments and ecol olowned sites in order Number of risk assess
wor k, as necessary, olconservation. action t
owned | ands. enhance natural systeNumber of conservatio
and to increase resi.l
change. Thd rnersewslet sur
should be recorded in
Unventory, where rele
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Expl ore opportunitiesfEngage with stakehol dPublic body engagemen
restoration measures,|of:

retention measubasedn|-previously undertakejUdentify |l ocations 1in
solutions for integrabut not | imited to thwhere river restorati
managemenfi CMNbBn appr|{Framework for River Rprogressed.
|l ocations in the Boyn/Natubraesed Sol utions f
feasi ble and inhcoéla Catchments ManaegeChBnt
stakehol der s. prepared by RPS on be

-Rel evant "actions in

2024 related to the L

review of arteri al dr

requi rements and the

Arterial Drainage Act

Consider projects tha To monitor, and whereKey invasive species
mapping, approprdiate |[the threat posed by Udlidentinped and mapped.
eradication where pos|to | ocal bi odi versity
Al ien Species in County Meath. Annual programme of {
Species management su
Number of projects su
delivered.
Support and encourage/Continue to build kno/Naturalist Field Club
net work and | ocal combiodiversity, inform|established and suppo
out biologiecal recordland use citizen scien
projects. to engage the public |Annual events program
outdoors to benent me
wel |l bei ng. Uncrease biological r

50% by 2030.




Objective 5: Raising awareness »and appreciation of ©biod
Educating peomlnad afe molglabpddsbi odi versity and the essenti al role it plays in o
successModtBh bedi veatsiPi®n. The best way «to | earn about the natural environment |
nature conservahesa pcbjensswildl ensure Meath County Council continues to coll
groups, ,acs hwellls interested far mer s _andt hlaatn dboewnneenrts ntaot uerneg aogne tihneierFolraansds and i n
Actions here include strategic communications, .resource development and the p
No. ,Acti on Ai m Proposed output / Und
49 |[Develop and i mplement|{To (showcase and promolOutreach and engageme
engagement programme |biodiversity and facijdevel oped.
publ i c engagement through ne
annual event programmBiodiversity content
Council website updat
Number of events/ outi
year .
Number of people and/
engaged.
50|Facilitate and suppor|{To support those mana The number of engagem
|l and manager network |countryside-and facillwith the farming and
in farming sustainabljfexchange amongst farmsector per annum.
for nature in the coujl andowner s.
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51 |Explore the use of delSet dpmanstration’ far{Demonstration farm(s)
for biodiversity cons|{farmer(s) showcasing
management, neld marg/biodiversity conservaNumber of visits by i
management, soil i mprieFectiveness «of measu|far mers.
Untegrated pest manag
et c.
52 |Produce Tree Planting/lProvide communities wGuidelines complete
Guidelines for communiguidance and support
planting projects.
53|Continue to work with/To increase the appea The number of project
Council Culture and Cbiodiversity outreachlevents per annum inco
promote biodiversity community. vi sual art, nl m, perf
projects, and with -su dance, poetry, photog
Creative Ureland prog
54 |Devel op guidance and [To support:  biodiversi|Coll ate i nf or-anaitdtoinn g
and school teachers ijeducation sector. i itiatives in Co. Me
relating to biodivers for schools on an ann
Generate a repository
supports relating to
access to professiona
school staF to promot
practices and build b
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OWhat happens next ?

Reporting and Monitoring of the Pl anAs:s

The progreBisodafvetrbsd ty Action Plan wil/ be reported t
el ected members through the monthly Chief Executive F
prepared and presented to the Biodiversiitcyy Working Gr

Commi ttees and summarised in Meath County Council As a3
The progress of the Biodiversity Action Plan wil/l be
submi ssion under the Wi ldlife (Amendment) Act 2023 wh
an annual report on its performancal oBiiods veo smitt méc t
Pl an.

Meat h County Council will be the coordinating body ov

Bi odiversity Action Plan. The Biodiversity Occer shal
Biodiversity Working Group, with thihsairggmoa pmamneteitngng f
with the Heritage For um:

The Biodiversity Working Group opens up .communicati on

as a platform whieh facilitates coll aboration, promot
biodiversity through neswarkingg dhgr gmbo@mteh & én

devel opment of innovative and collaborative initiatiyv
bi odiversity. The group will bol ster community partic
and other<relevant initiatigvds odRegulsat yupdat essphbeaina
wi || be i ssued to | ocal media through the Biodiversit
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10. What you can do to helop

Protecting and conserving bif®dadv evrerrmsda ity aonfspuMhredlse a Wh oo
approkBebrybody can do someHaregate hef epwnhdtteom st ryyou mi
in your: locality

At home:

1T Encourage native grassland speduesngoyngowemowhngo

oncevery 6 weeks, or even once a year. Ensure you
responsibly and try to avoid sowing wildnower see
T 4df yowuwmohvewe beds, pot plamd widichensaup ange of pollina

pl amnsg hehbsh provide ‘-both . colour and food for po
yeaNi.gmower/s mgnt ed bl ossoms -nwiilnlg agnisrdacctds nmathh s ,
whi chl ge eat for bat's.

T Look for opportuni‘ties to create mgeemowg opportun
vegetation from a south or east facing soil bank

T Plant native treesUrmgeloawnde atoemr scietdi o mal orchard.
native hedgeeeal viefgeytoaut ed bor der

T Adda pdbhddoesnAt have to be | arge if you are const
bathtub or basin can create a habitat for wildlif

T Particinmatdraes @d citi zen sawichn aes a dtei SGiatyjdeesn Bi r d
Garden Butterny Monitoring Scheme .&modotniNg mleewer

to be an experienced ecologist to participate in

At wor k&
1T Manage your grou-pdsanftort rwielsdl ihfeedger ows, col our f ul
bird and bat 'boxes as these will attract a range
f Sponsaot ocal ~nature conservation organisation in t

running of an event.
T Organi se a company nature conservation activity d
in practical nature.conservation activities

Un the community

1T Get invaol Vedal letsygourséocal el ected representati
1T Manage open space iangelsliidenspadeRa fetansie tmha t yuor uer.
nei ghbour s, |l ocal Tidy Townsmgkeupoaor tbembocay m
poll inators fritemwmld-by$. s eChsentekh dauttoeommuni ti es supporti
Alldir el and® Poldndcd apolrl iPlhaatnor s checkl i st to choose a

are suitable for your community.
1T Take acti onWofrokr wsiwihf ttshle | ocal authority and the |

Ureland to identify | ocations to erect nest boxes
T Become a membleuntaemar vwi t h a | ocal conservation or ¢
and support lzyoalr hakiatatmeadow, woodland, river o

in need of conservation action.
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Bi bl i ography
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Stroh, P. A.Pl ant aAt ], ago0Ba20geMaippi nlye Di stri bution of
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Appendi ces

Appenlddixl ustrative Maps <of "Meath Biodiversity
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